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Introduction

Over the past decade |l an Thor peOmartnErshiptotsuipport f or Yout
students, schools and communities in improving Indigenous health and education.

This report assesses the effectiveness of the Literacy Empowermen@t6ject 2005

Our work began in three Jawoyn remote communities, easeaf tatiNarthern Terrifam2003 With

funding fropublic and corporate donatensgll as two grants from the Australian Government, this project
now supports the early learning and literacy development of more than 2,200 Indig@0aeswthiddren i
communities.

Dr Chris Sarra of 8teonger Smarter Instiai® praised the qualityeotiteracy Empowernieaject,
particularfys success in raising community andiseblveiment arspectations.

Professor Patrick Dodsaid the Literacy Empowerment P e ce&l oppostunigy fofischools, for corporates

and for Governments to look seriously at working with Fountain for Youth, in ways to assist the opportunities that
Indigenous youth of this country might be ed#egs@ad utilize, in order to improve their life and obviously the

pride of this nation.

His Royal Highness Prince William oféMalssd a video message on NoverhB&d@4ongratulating
Il an Th o ringfer Bosith fBratuleadership

fil am delighted to wish the Fountain for Youth aMHappivé®ary and personally congratulate you on
reaching this milestoneo ur wor k i s inspiringéSadly by accident ¢
lack of hope combined with a lapgpartunity can be truly devastating for any inGiiiohgethose in our

societies who have been left behind the tools to rebuild their lives fdotrebmgdleesfidence and self

belief is truly profouithat is why | applaud the workdhbatain for Youth is doing to support education,

health, cultural awareness and opportunity for Indigenous pedipleNo Moskr@an be more irapart

So HppyBirthday and congratulations to yoeatlourage you to make the next 10s/egars\ative,

i mportant and successful as the |l ast. o

The great strehg of the Literacy EmpowermejecPincludeovision atherwise missing education

resources for literacy and numeracy; effective support of frontline principals iamgr teectiner sjt@lity of
teaching; engagement of community groups and parents through the highly successful Literacy Backpack
program; establishment of early learning for infants evigmegteoagon forremling and groumeaking

wak with an Abdrigl Medical Service to identify learning disabilities amachdbegrupsd stimulate

capacity for learning.

Onbehalf of these childwea seekontinued vigorous support.
Yours Sincerely,

Dr Jeff McMullen AM
CEO (Honorary)
lan T h o ntarefdr ¥outfOoBox 402 Manly NSW 1655
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1. ProjectOverview

In 2002eff McMullen coiriled expressioi,L i t e r adeherottlioing toLan Austratiablishing
conference the critical link betweskillfeand the disastrous state of Indigenous health.

Analysingrogress made by First Nations peoples in the USA, Dr McMullgiopet sessiessments by the
Canadiaresearcher, Dr Fraser Mustard, inditatimgprovirige literacy of a community of young

Indigenous girls by even a single additional year of edulcatidras much as four years to the life
expectancy of their first cigdwell, the form&original Health authority and now Member of Parliament, the
Honourable Ken Wyatt, added research that shawextthgtear of leang@cross a commurmiould also

reduce by-¥0% the risk of infant mortality.

This is the scientific foundatibndon nt ai n f or Yout hés emphatsei s on early
community wide-Bfélls.Hence the expressidteracy for Life

I n 2003 Il an Thorpedés Fountain for Youth began suppo
children in foawoymemod communities east of Kathielviegularr, Manyallaluk, Barunga and Minyerri.

In 2004 Dr Jerry Schwab and Dale Sutherland of the Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy Research (ANU)
p r e p lateracydfor BifeA Scoping Studfor a Community Literacy Empowerment Pémjedtugularr,

in a zone of great human distress, tlyisistlierscored thk between a 93% illiteracy rate and the wide gap

in life expectancy compared with the rest of Australians. In this stagicof #ehgew millennium, the

median age of death for Aboriginal men had plunged to around 46 years. Women too were dying of totally
preventable lifestyle illnesses. Too many were incapalijeadbteddin a medicine battie. critical

literacyor finding their way out of a maze of poverty and welfare dependency was simply not there.

Working in close partnership with the Katherine Group School Principal, StuareBwyesanddhis
Principals and teachiénwas assessed that mosesamthese communities east of Katherine were virtually
bookless. There was little chance for home learninmpmrasibaolvementtvichildren struggling to read

in the absenceasfy kind of reading material.

Drlderry 3wva b and D aslsensiti@ewcontmenity cansudtadion at Wugularr had established a long list
of local proposals to close the space between the home and school and impieedeamingyras a
whole.Amongrojects recommended was a Literacy Backgeak

Jef McMullen had observed\thgo Backpacks when filming fohktBReC 6 s Four Cdftener s i n t he
further consultation with Aboriginal community leaders and interested parents in these four communities
mentioned above it was decided to builddog Eitgpowerment Project.

The project consists of four separate but vitally connected educatiém fEagyanesrning Program; a
Literacy Backpack Program; A Community Storytelling
Program.

A grant of $1liidn dollars from the Australian Government in 2005, approved by then Education Minister, Dr
Brendan Nelson, supported thvetlgof this projebt.2008he Australian Government, approved an

additional $tillion dollar grant, unddigenous eduicet funding for Literacy approvéeebHonourable

Julia GillardOver thisdecadean Thor peds Fount ai n mifliandollarsoiupublicydi r ect e
raised capital to estaldisth sustaitme Literacy Empowerment Project in 20 remote Indigenous communities.

From 2008010 the project contributed to Indigenous education in the following remote communities:
Wugularr, Manyallaluk, Barunga, Minyerri, Jilkminggan, Urapunga, BuMwardrdePiok Creek,

Timber Creekgbn Hole, Yarralin, Amanbid#, Rgukurr, Kalkaringi and Lajamanu in the region east and
west of Katherine in the Norttegritory;

Maningda, in the Northern Territory;

Bidyadanga, in the Kitelyaregion &festern Australia;

andLockhart Riv&@00 kilometres north of Cairfes, morth Queensland.



2. Early Learning

The Literacy Empowerment Project has supported two different approaches tomaity Jearoymg

communities near Katherine in ttteeNoTerritory, and the other at Bidyadanga, the largest remote community
south of BroonreWestern Australia.both cases the Project provides early learning books, CDs, learning toys
and equipment forveleping fine motor sl8éparatassessments by educators and health professionals
indicates thidrategys improvingadiness for school and proddggmtial health benefits for infants.

In theNorthern Territory | an Thor pedés Fountain f otnershippwithitie has gr o\
Early Learning health educators®dinhise Health Service Aboriginal Corporation.

The Australian Government grant has funded an Early Learning Project officer in this Aboriginal medical service
who has helped train and supenrisélforiginal mothers as infant carers/tedbleesswomen work with

families and infant$\ingularr, Barga, Bulman and Weemol. The program runs for four hours each morning,
Monday to Friday.

The Sunrise Health Service has dubbedLifii§ tlee(Larning to Talk, Talking to Learn) Prograhe
Project Gordinator, Robin McConnel reports that the high prevalence of Otitis Media among these children in the
first year of their life requires early detection of hearing loss and a vigoraoseforgtageskills.

The Sunrise Health Service reports that the Project

has successfully engaigedilies and psehool

aged children in daily exercises including ear

cleanig, nose blowing, breatltiogghingnd toilet

trainingTher e has been fAincreased
interaction between parents a
social skills and ability to be separated from parents

and greater competence amonmgfaimés who

entered school 4.

There are some significant challShgese
advises that the program requires a minimum of two
commutybasedvomen in each locatio

The NT &partment of Education and Training (DET) had funded a second worker in each community under the
Families as First Teaclyeast. This will not be aahlié in 2011 as the NT funding will go only to designated
Growth Towmghereas the Sunrise Health Service has responsibility for many smaller remote communities.
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After discussions with Charles Darwin
University, Sunrise has ensdiex othe
locakommunity women worRéesona
Dalywater, Wanita Ryan and Louisefddille
Certificate 11l in Child Care studies in 201
This training is conducted on the commu
overcoming the problem of these mothers
having to leave their infants and trayel aw
from their homes.

-
-

The Sunrise Health Service has developefl-
checklists and an evaluation procedure th
includes oral and videsessment of progre
with children, particularly those with Otitis
MedeaRobyn McConnel advises that early

indications athat the beneficial results of this early learning program will match the findings in MacFarlane

School and the KununurrégSRtreh o ol t hat tbas vompbuoveaerghpldgeatsAl ang
school readiness As the program proceeds,iSunill gather additional data to allow a rigorous evaluation of

the changes in language skillshesetine data now being gathered.

At thd.a Grange Remote Community SclimBldyadanga Western Austtlaéiee is more advanced

evidence confirmthg benefits of this vigorous effort to improve language skills and school readiness.



The former Principal of La Grange, Mark Williams reported that the introduction of this early learning program in
the community had demonstrated a model thatleapnovgdy infants and at the same time increases

parental involvement and understanding of ediUsatienv PrincipahvicdHurlesees the Early Learning

program as one of the most crucial and suggests it be offered to all ksdiyssietss pre

The federal grant providedrfgatiBidyadandar an experienced teacen hy OO Nei | and an Edu
Assistant, Gina Kitchener. Books, CDs and leamerg fmgsided for about ten regular atterigear(0

olds) in 2009 and between sixtektwanty infants in 2010.

The aim of the Early Learning Project was to assist children and their parents to understand the transition to the
school education systéine training includes developing use of print and text, use of electronic learning

systens, learning language through song aadtiaterproblem solving, motor skills and social cooperation.

La Grange Schaskessed children who had regularly attended the Early Learning Program and compared them
with others beginning school in 20d0a GnangKindergarten Teacher, Lauren Triokmbet

f10 children who attended regularly and for the whole year stand out from the other children and are more
confident in their interactions and learnimbey ask and answer questions and contribute to

discussions readilyThey also explain their painting, constructionstey are able to wait for their

turn, form a circle on the class mat and follow other routines/ proce@hegsare good listereewhen

a story is being toldThe children initiate their own play ideas and use both Standard Australian and
Aboriginal EnglishChildren know what t@dvhen it is time to pack awdhey are familiar with using

puzzles and other equipment in th@irlen i ng. 0

z

€. . Lauren Tribolet, Kindergarten

The Education AssistahbaBrange Schpbbreen Gray adds that these children who have been through the

early LeatnhkegeBrcbgoameii sbé c onTheyargavaysdiliigétough t oget h
help each other and share. o

Learning our numbers and counting

Learning through electronic text



A variety of early educatiaterialbas beepurchased for the childieing thelearning; books avariety
of topidstoriescolours, shapes, numbers], family, objects, animals, cplesehool story books, puzzles,
construction, gamesusic, softwgreograms for electronic learniiggialauditorand vocal

Social play at the dough table Sitting and listening to a story

3.Literacy Backpack Project

l an Thorpeés Fountain for Youth has pioneered the L
community partnership involving students, parents and schools all focussed on improving reading, writing and
numeracy.

Since 2005 this project hagedati carefully selected bankgazines, newspapers and additional audio
visual reading materials to about 2,200 Indigenous children in 20 remote communities listed at the outset of this
report.

Supported by the NT Library Association with aseistaoced newsagents and booksellers, the Literacy

Backpack Project has made a dramatic impact by showing Australian educators how to create a new partnership
to tackle illiteraStudents make regular reading selections from an enriched sclzwolhibvaty,be

library monitors and with the assistance of Aboriginal parents they take home in their Backpacks reading material
for the whole family.

The Literacy Backpack Projecawoi 50, 000 NAB SCHOOLIG209FI RST | MPACT AV
This strengthened #atherine Group Schools project team and led to a series of workshops attended by other
remote schools in the Northern Territory.

Dr Jeff McMullen has presented findings on this pro
conferences. Bhris Sarra of the Stronger, Smarter Institute has described thianprofeiticalse st

Literacy programs in Austraiparticularly because of its successful engagement of whole families with the

school effort

Stuart Dwyer, Katherine Group $uhampal until late 2010 and now Principal at Maningrida CEC which also
runs the Literacy Backp asigificantfacgyr d m, i snpatoess ntgh d ti ttehrie
outcomes for students in these remote communities which less tla@o avdezadsessed as 93%



i 11 i t egading ability i$ thd ps/otafi key for wider education success across all learning areas. There

are now more consumerable reading resources getting to homes, that is newspapers and magazines,

there is a wider rapgf texts available for students and families to read via the schodl libmrg d r egul ar
celebrations at the schools acknowledge the progress through the Literacy Backpack Book Awards.

Guy Leader, the recently appointed Katherine Group School Principal, conducted a fresh evaluation and cites the
impact both @ommunity engagement and NAPLAN assessment:

in 2010, the | an Thor pe F opravided seleated Bosks o 1200e r acy Bac k p
students in 17 remote schools in the Katherine Region, an area bigger than the state of Victoria, to share
at home with their familiés.

A testimony to the value and success of the program was shared with lan Thorpditigreal Owner
of Manyallaluk, 6the backpack books are good becaus
opportunities. We want to see more of our indigenou

AThe Literacy Backpacki Paoafecmphas badiacseasing st
performance. Over the five years that the project has operated the results in reading have increased 29%
for I ndigenous students reading at or above the Nat

Guy LeadeKatherine Group School Principal 2011



At La Grange Remote Community School, 185 kilometres south of Broome, the Literacy Backpack Project has
been utilized in the education of all children in this community. Due to its remoteness books have been scarce and
students and their families have limited access to buying or borrowing reading materials. The introduction of the
Literacy Backpack Project concentrated on 165 primary school students and another 48 secondary students
gained a new access to books fosdiaiol and home use.

La Grange School has proposed that the highly successful Literacy backpack Project be extended in this
community to include parent workshops on reading, writing and spelling. This would require purchase of additional
materials fdne adults but would build on the very positive impact the project is having on adult s reading to their
children at home and being engaged in the school learning process.

Teacherat La Grange School refiexts read by students vary from magazine subscriptions covering
topics such as science, fishing, teenage issues and Cultural mattepsyltr stories and classical
novels. The program encourages children to enjoy reading and to read for. nieaning

fi R elts from NAPLAN demonstrate that since the inception of the program reading levels for students
who were in Year 3 in 2008 and are now in Year 5, haxagldatliéo their score by more than 194
points, which is a fantastic increase nation d e 0 .

LaGrange RCS Literacy Backpack Report 2010

Students enjoying reading and sharing books together

Resources purchased for the Literacy Backpdcksde selection of books and magazines and newspapers

for students, schools and families. A cross selection of titles coveiribgaktiupitse early learners in

the big book series, picture books, a large selection of reference geslanfoulilira, history,

environment, science, animals, human body, movement, health, sport, hunting, arts and crafts, transport, music,



dance, books and resources to enhance learning in support of curriculum subject areas, PM Readers series books
and softare.

A selection of magazines and newspapers chosen by the family members; Koori Mail, National Indigenous Times,
Vibe Magazine, Fishing magazines, Sport, Cooking, Nutrition, Art and Music Magazines,

Number of backpacks provided2,470

List of Schools and number of students:

Amanbidji 15 S
Barunga 78 ’
Bulla 33 S
Bulman 75 = §
Jilkminggan 104 =
Larjamanu 137
Manyallaluk 27
Mataranka 41
Pigeon Hole 40
Pine Creek 52
Timber Creek 57
Urapunga 35
Wugularr 145
Yarralin 71
Minyerri 177
Ngukurr 273
Kalkaringi 180
Maningrida CEC 290

Attendance Achievement Awards
La Grange RCS 180
Lockhart River School 130
Preschoolers 60
Total Number @tudents: 2200
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4. NAPLANProgress

From it ds i mtl20b0che titeracy BmpoweBr@att Das had a very significant impact on
younger children in the early years of primary school in botimalige @mdote Indigenous communities.

In both the Katherine Group Schools in the NT and at Bidyadanga in WA there has been a positive impact on
engagement ancinovement in reading and writing.

Katherine Group Schod@orthern Territory

Reading
MAP

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
# Students 41 38 47 71 77
% Participated | 73% 62% 62% 84% 95%
# Achieved 15 16 13 28 48
% Achieved 37% 42% 27% 40% 59%
# Students 42 33 52 70 66
% Participated | 79% 69% 42% 95% 92%
# Achieved 9 14 8 12 14
% Achieved 21% 42% 15% 17% 23%
# Students 34 28 30 35 40
% Participated | 77% 78% 53% 83% 98%
# Achieved 4 5 7 7 17
% Achieved 12% 18% 23% 20% 44%
# Students 23
% Participated 87%
# Achieved 2
% Achieved 10%
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Katherine Group Schodorthern Territory

MAP
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
# Students 39 48 45 72 77
% Participated | 68% 81% 58% 85% 95%
# Achieved 20 26 24 20 31
% Achieved 51% 54% 53% 28% 42%
# Students 46 39 50 67 66
% Participated | 84% 83% 64% 91% 92%
# Achieved 8 10 12 20 18
% Achieved 17% 26% 24% 30% 30%
# Students 32 32 34 34 41
% Participated |  73% 91% 73% 92% 95%
# Achieved 2 4 13 7 18
% Achieved 6% 13% 38% 21% 46%
# Students 23
% Participated 87%
# Achieved 3
% Achieved 15%

12



Katherine Group Schodorthern Territory

MAP

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
# Students 36 42 47 82 77
% Participated |  61% 72% 68% 96% 95%
# Achieved 4 10 20 28 36
% Achieved 11% 24% 42% 35% 49%
# Students 42 36 54 68 66
% Participated |  75% 78% 27% 92% 94%
# Achieved 7 4 9 17 14
% Achieved 17% 11% 16% 34% 23%
# Students 30 28 29 35 41
% Participated | 67% 80% 34% 92% 95%
# Achieved 1 1 6 7 9
% Achieved 3% 4% 20% 10% 23%
# Students 23
% Participated 87%
# Achieved 2
% Achieved 10%
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LaGrange Remote Community Scldestern Australia

Reading
WALNA NAP
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
# Students 14 12 20 15 21
% Participated 86% 75% 95% 80% 81%
# Achieved 9 5 1 5 11
% Achieved 64% 45% 5% 42% 65%
# Students 11 6 16 12 21
% Participated 91% 83% 75% 92% 81%
# Achieved 2 1 2 5 2
% Achieved 20% 20% 17% 36% 12%
# Students 11 8 13 9 18
% Participated 91% 87% 61% 89% 83%
# Achieved 2 2 3 4 5
% Achieved 20% 29% 23% 50% 33%

5. LibrariesBorrowing% Sharing

I n these remote IndigenousBogiomthumgt EéscahieoAuReéval u
initiative has allowed these schoolsaxrtedgpace to allow students to be trained in the Agama Program as
Library Monitors.

This has increased student skills but also built a sustainable prograramd Bbeorgnged texts,
newspapers and magazines.

Library Monitors enterirdata into the computer
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Reading storieomthe PM Reader Serie Checking their books out for library borrowil

ThelLiteracy Backpaerojechas encouraged mapriginal parents to joihareffondtospend some of
theirverysmall family budget on books for their childreaw Ebisse of partnership and sharing the process

of educatidmas been noted by teachech as Suzanne Clanton, now a Principal at Wananami School, WA,
and formerly the suawof the Literacy Backpack program over the past two years at La Grange Remote
Community School, Bidyadanga, WA.

"The literacy backpack project has been an invaluable resowetifny reading materials out in the
communityFamilies are reading dks to each other and the community is seeinigehefit of these
resources. The joy on children's fast®n they are able ¢hoose their own book and take it home
is priceless. It is a fantastic project connecting student learning and the commeithigy.tog

Suzanne Clantd#rincipalVananami RGBA (former Literacy Teacher at La Grange School)

Mum & Nan listening to their child reading A favourite book to share
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6. Community Storytelling

Under theiteracy Empowerment Preijeot 200ed di ng chi | dr e n 6 sisombksterlamdr s |, Liz -
Leoné Norrington, have continued their prize winning work with Aboriginal students, developing original books
and digital stories about Indigenousiltifiee @hd Community.

The first series of ASharing Our Storiesodo (Liz Thon
Publishing and Series 2 has been highly praised by teachers and librarians. This has become a valuable teaching
resource imany schools around the nation.

Kids and elders involved in the ShaBtgyies Stephen & Kirkey Possusharing a story
Programviewingchildrer& content
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At Wugularr, Jilkminggan, Bidyadanggat Rieer and Elcho Island, Liz Thompson and her storytelling team

have taught students how to write reports, use cameras and audio recorders to upload their communities stories.
The project draws parents and senior community leaders into théoetwitatiieietchildren and

grandchildren. Blogs have been built for each school in this project and new online communities created to allow
students to share their work and discuss issues.

Creative learning, structured in curricular units devidliispeejiect, enhance student engagement with their
syllabud. an Thor pe 6 shafbmasted tiisoject withopubliclonatiors to extend the Community

Storytelling to Saibai Island in the Torres Strait; Flinders RangeastodlBo@itiyo, Victoria and
Wilcannia, NSW.

‘&

Childrentaking photosind footag®f Beswick Falls faheirs | i de s howWugwdyy Country

In the Katherine Group Schools, authors Leonie NorringtorLasidéigercontinued to work with school

students to create small and simple readers with strong local appeal. These little books are written, illustrated and
printed orite. The children have developed a strong love of storytelling and have poide stbergheir

are added to the Literacy Backpack Project in their own and other communities.

Wokshops with Alison Lester the children write and illustrate their stories

17



Books written and illustrated by the students working with Alison Lester

When the Boabs
Left Bulla

by Bulla School Senior Class

Building a new partnership with education providers, schools, Aboriginal artists and musicians, Jeff McMullen and
l an Thorpe have toured | eading museums, | ibraries a
support the Literacy Prodoaimdigenous children.

Using publicly raised funds, |l an Thorpeds Fountain
an exciting new literacy promotion, especially benefitting Aboriginal children.

The serieswasthetopsallihg | dr endéds set at the 2010 Mel bourne Wri
evening promotion at the Art Gallery of NSW

These books are illustrated largely by Aboriginal students from the comnengionewsetleawn.
The profits dirgcsupport our education efforts in the local communities
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The titles pubbrdaomhleidt tsloe fahi nq< | Blidee Things Growo (P
I sl andNeHdmeMur(r ay pcred@SndEhdn oEH&WS&r d)t aen dCHiTlhderye T o k
(ArchieRoach).

Fron Ltk

Big ynes

i

i

The four iconic titles

Artwork by thetdldren of Elcho Island and Mutit Communities

Funds expended for@menmunity Story and Digital Story PrograchStory Book Workshops:

Workshop outlart supplies, resources, video and camera equipment, film, work shop facilitators, local
facilitators, online editing audio and CD resources for teaching kit, online coatahty@xplerests for
faclitators.

Artwork by Artist Peter
Hudson, from the
childrends book Solid
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